
REDEEMER 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 



Charlotte Mason’s House of Education, 
Scale How, Ambleside, UK, 2009 


the Armitt 

a 

Collection 

The Charlotte Mason Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
database created in 2009-2011 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators and students to discover, use, and build upon the 
Charlotte Mason Collection of archives, journals and books 
housed in the Armitt Library & Museum (UK). To learn more 
about this database or to search the digital collection, go to The 
Charlotte Mason Digital Collection. 

Your use of images from the Charlotte Mason Digital 
Collection is subject to a License . To publish images for 
commercial purposes, a license fee must be submitted and 
permission received prior to publication. To publish or present 
images for non-profit purposes, the owner, Redeemer University 
College, must be notified at cmdc@ redeemer. ca and submission 
of a copy of the context in which it was used also must be 
submitted to the owner at cmdc@ redeemer. ca. Credit lines, as 
specified in the License , must accompany both the commercial 
and non-profit use of each image. 

Unless you have obtained prior permission, you may not 
download an entire issue of a journal nor may you make multiple 
copies of any of the digital images. Higher resolution images are 
available. [Low resolution (150 dpi), single copy printing is 
permitted: High resolution images for publication can be 
purchased. Please contact Redeemer University College in 
writing as specified in the License to request high resolution 
images. 

While the document originals are housed in the Armitt Library & 
Museum, Redeemer University College owns the rights to the 
Digital Images (in jpg/pdf format) of the original archival 
documents and artifacts. The original Digital Images and 
database metadata are owned and maintained by Redeemer 
University College. Multiple images are bound together in PDF 
Packages. Click here to download the latest version of Adobe 
Reader for better viewing. In the PDF, click an image thumbnail 
to view it. 

This project was made possible through collaboration among the 
Armitt Library & Museum (Ambleside, UK), Redeemer 
University College (Ancaster, Canada) and the University of 
Cumbria (UK) and with the financial assistance of the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 


Need help? If you do not see a side-bar with image thumbnails: 

Some of the PDF packages are large and will take some time to download. A very large PDF package may open more successfully 
if you download it first to your desktop. (From inside the database record, right-click on the link to the PDF package and save the 
link to your desktop.) Once it’s on your desktop, you can open it up with a recent version of Adobe Reader . 

If you have a Macintosh with Safari, the default program to open PDFs is Preview, which does not open the PDF packets. Mac 
users need to download Adobe Reader . If this cover page appears without a list of PDF files (either at the side or bottom of the 
screen), look for a paper clip or a menu option to view attachments. If you click that, you should see a list of the pages in the PDF 
package. 

Viewing files with Linux: This works with the default PDF viewer that comes pre-installed with Ubuntu. While viewing this 
cover page in the PDF viewer, click "View" on the top toolbar, and check the box that says "Side Panel". That will bring up the 
side panel. The side panel will show only this cover page. Click the ‘arrow’ at the top of the side panel, and it will give you the 
option to view "attachments." If you click that, you should see a list of PDF files, which are the pages in the PDF package. 


Social Sciences and Humanities Conseil de recherches en 
Research Council of Canada sciences humaines du Canada 




GARDEN GOSSIP- 


, there many zinc circlets were plantless, 
when I first went ^ ^ eaten by s i u gs or died from 
but whether the p c ^ However that might be, I 

other causes vva f. n °, and protected in this manner a 

larkspur ^Delphinium nudicaule, well-known to be 
scarlet larhsp , £ did nQt attend this experiment, 

STrinc circlet git raised by means unknown, the slugs 
entered and destroyed. I tried once more upon a new plant 
and with the same result. Soot and salt answer the purpose 
of protection as long only as the weather is dry ; the first heavy 
shower of rain washes them into the soil and leaves the 
surface an open road for the nightly enemy. 

There are favourable spots in many a garden where annuals 
will sow themselves year after year without troubling the 
gardener. Limnanthes Douglasi is one of them, pretty 
yellow flowers with white centres; it flowers early in summer, 
runs to seed, and dies away, but the seeds are left on or in 
the ground and germinate at once, surviving the winter as 
small plants, and so ready to flower early. Another one 
is a lavender-flowered Nemophtla, with dark spotted petals ; 
this does not germinate the year of flowering, but lies in the 
ground all winter as seed ; hence its flowers come later, 
forget-me-nots come well from seed; there is the new 
favourite, Myosotis dissiti flora, that has not thriven everywhere, 
but Myosotis alpestris is always satisfactory and easy to rear, 
the seeds sown in one May flowering the next. 

Perhaps I have said too much of failures, they are so apt 
to rankle in the mind; the successes we enjoy for years. Mine 
,, %e , C 16 ^ been pansies and auriculas. The pansies from 
if! n0t Seem t0 be Perennial, they bloom their 

is more Wl & V1 ° laS are more lastin g> and nothing 

frol I t ha V\ e Whke ° nes if they can be saved 

Tel \v er Au r an ? ** “ & la ^ er tha/ everyone can 

endurance, for with mvisbn the ° nd P !* aiSe beauty and 

vim division they are almost everlasting. 

S. Armitt. 


DISTINCTIONS AMONG HOWLERS. 
By M. W: Middleton. 


I am venturing to revert to an old subject in writing on 
“ howlers ” found in school examinations, as, in the course of 
examining, I have found that the classification of “howlers” 
can be most instructive. It is obvious that the examiner is 
trying to ascertain (by a method which is not infallible) the 
knowledge and ability of candidates, or the merits of the 
teaching that they are receiving. He must therefore be 
grateful for anything in the papers which help him in this 
search, and the so-called “ howlers ” are often valuable in this 
way, as well as in forming a cheerful break in monotony. 

A few instances, gathered lately from my own experience, 
will best illustrate my point. 

(1) The first group shews intelligence and original thought, 
an effort at independent expression being clearly visible 
through the faults. In some cases one can follow the process 
in the child’s mind, and can discover a course of reasoning 
far more creditable than the effort of memory which may 
prompt a more correct answer. 

(In answer to, What is a parable ?) “ He thought it better 

not to tell them, but teach them by parables. Also, It is a 
tale spoken against somebody to tell them that they have 
been doing the same.” 

(In answer to, What is London noted for r) Nearly every 

thing.” . . . 

(Definitions.) “The superlative degree is the highest position 

a word can be in.” , . , f 

“Fain means would very much have liked, ut cou 

have it.” 

“ Ahead means to get as far possible. 

(2) The second group contains clear evidence o f> u ® ss ’ 

of which few people in this age of examinations can e 
guiltless. The guesses are more or IeSS ^ a ^ n ^ a ! with out 
a tendency towards drawing analogies n y 

some thought and ability. 







388 distinctions A mon L ~- 

(In history “ The Domes da y Book was a small book in 

hich prayers were written. thou gh when he died he 

■‘Baede was a very good ' in so they called him 

was not good enough to be calie 

the Spurs was so called from spurs being 

^ Frenchlmnslation. for Le rouge-gorge chante) - The 

7 r g ,hT^»f 'memorandum) Memorandum 

M The third set of examples contains those ue o lm 
perfect memory of the words of book or instructor not 
intelligently understood. These are the commonest failings 
of all, and the most insidious, now that the notes of teachers, 
as well as the words of text books, are often so neatly 
expressed. Such answers should suggest a warning to all 
teachers, and are often disappointing to those who have 
carefully planned out their lessons ; for however well this has 
been done, nothing can take the place of the pupil’s own work 
of assimilation. 

(In history.) “S. Patrick, when he was sixteen, escaped 
from where he was.” 

“ The Reformation was when the people tried to introduce 
the prayer-book to be translated into the Bible.” 

“If I had served my God, as I served my king, he would 
not have rid me of my gray hairs.” 

In geography, j Strait is a piece of land jutting out into 

the water, as the Straits of Dover.” 

‘‘Kidderminster is noted for Brussels carpets.” 

andvfne™n ^ ^ ' ^ PaSt P artici P le must always agree, 

and generally remains invariable.” 

of animals, as cat” 6 adjeCtlve ls a word us ed when speaking 
(Of S. Stephen \ <<'T”u 

at him with his teeth ” 6 P6 ° P ^ e were ver Y an gry and gnashed 
(Of Dorcas.) “ She 

give her old clothes to & Ver ^ ^ ood woman, who used to 
(4) Yet a„„CX ss th 0 6 f f“P“Ple-' 
ness of a child’s mind-withT***! SheWS the natural vague- 
those teaching y „ u „ s chil d “ ideas so often left by 

c i dren of the greatest abilitv a LS ' s us ually found among 

,1,ty and Pagination, and is by no 
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389 


means a sign of stupidity ; in fart thi* u- 

Prince or William of Orange.” d th Black 

! r 6 a 8 r 9, Episcopacy was also used about this time ” 

T? r n y d 8 Ueen i°i f SC ° tS WaS the Q ueen of England but the 
Engltsh did not like her, so they had Elizabeth selected by Z 

silS HnS- in lhe battk ° f H ^- H on 

“ The SMd iS ^ 

( 5 ) Lastly, there are the merely verbal blunders, which 
appear more important than they really are, but which are 
not always without significance. 

“The white ship strunk on a reed.” 

“ There were thirteen competitioners for the throne.” 

“ The Wars of the Roses were caused by the rivality 
between Somerset and York.” 

“ The Yorkists wore a badger of a white rose.” 

“ The South of Scotland abounds in green pastors.” 

“ Boot means plunder, from bot, a prophet.” 

“ H mute is the h that is not exasperated.” 

“ He was noted for uprighteousness ” 

Many other examples might be added, but these suffice to 
show the point, and to illustrate the manner in which 
“ howlers ” may give an insight into the mind of the writer, 
whether that writer be a child still living in the world of fancy, 
or one bent on mischief. 

Examinations, when not abused, form a useful means for 
ascertaining the quantity and quality of knowledge acquired, 
as well as the power of expressing the same, and the task 
before examiners is to make the best use possible of this 
medium. So that, even through faults, something may be 
learnt by the teacher or the taught. 


